On the 60th anniversary of the end of the war, Prime Minister Koizumi affi rmed Murayama's Statement.
1 Facing the facts of history, I hold the same feelings of deep remorse and heartfelt apology with former Japanese Prime Ministers Murayama and Koizumi.
Kentaro Serita

II. Defi nition of "Dispute"
First of all, a "dispute" must be defi ned. In the Case of the Mavrommatis Palestine Concessions, the Permanent Court of International Justice (P.C.I.J.) stated as follows: "[a] dispute is a disagreement on a point of law or fact, a confl ict of legal views or of interests between two persons. Th e present suit between Great Britain and Greece certainly possesses these characteristics." 2 In the Mavrommatis Palestine Concessions case, the Greek government asserted its own rights by claiming an indemnity from the British government on the grounds that M. Mavrommatis, one of its subjects, had been treated by the Palestine or British authorities in a manner incompatible with certain international obligations which they were bound to observe. Indeed, the dispute started initially between a private person and a State; between M. Mavrommatis and Great Britain. Subsequently, the Greek Government took over the case. Th e dispute then entered a new phase under the domain of international law, and developed into a dispute between two States.
Judge Waldock, in his separate opinion in the Fisheries Jurisdiction Case, stated that a "dispute," as has frequently been said both by the P.C.I.J. and by this Court, "is a disagreement on a point of law or fact, a confl ict of legal views or of interests between two persons." 3 III. Does a "Dispute" Exist Between Japan and Korea?
Immediately after President Lee issued the Proclamation of the President of the Republic of Korea of January 18, 1952 claiming sovereignty over the shelf and seas adjacent to Korean territory, the Japanese Government sent a Note Verbal of January 28, 1952, considering that the contents of the Proclamation "are entirely incompatible with the long internationally established principles of the high seas." In the same Note Verbal, the Japanese Government said: "[f ]urthermore, in the proclamation the Republic of Korea appears to assume territorial rights over the islets in the Japan Sea known as Takeshima (otherwise known as Liancourt Rocks). Th e Japanese Government does not recognize any such assumption or claim by the Republic of Korea concerning these islets which are without question Japanese territory."
